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to him, and the like, and talked so much of that
kind, till I found he had talked himself almost into
a temper to do the thing again. But I took him
up short; I protested I had never suffered any man
to touch me since my husband died, which was near
eight years: he said he believed it; and added, that
madam had intimated as much to him, and that it
was his opinion of that part which made him desire
to see me again; and since he had once broken in
upon his virtue with me, and found no ill conse-
quences, he could be safe in venturing again; and
so in short he went on to what I expected, and to
what will not bear relating.

My old governess had foreseen it, as well as I,
and therefore led him into a room which had not a
bed in it, and yet had a chamber within it which
had a bed, whither we withdrew for the rest of the
night, and in short, after some time being together,
he went to bed, and lay there all night, I withdrew,
but came again undressed before it was day, and
lay with him the rest of the time.

Thus, you see, having committed a crime once is
a sad handle to the committing of it again : all the
reflections wear off when the temptation renews
itself. Had I not yielded to see him again, the
corrupt desire in him had worn off, and 'tis very
probable he had never fallen into it with anybody
else, as I really believe he had not done before.

When he went away, I told him I hoped he was
satisfied he had not been robbed again. He told me
he was fully satisfied in that point; and putting his
hand in his pocket gave me five guineas, which was the
first money I had gained that way for many years.

I had several visits of the like kind from him,
but he never came into a settled way of maintenance,
which was what I would have been best pleased
with. Once, indeed, he asked me how I did to